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Section 167 of the Wills, Estates and Succession
Act (WESA) allows the Public Guardian and Trustee
(PGT) to step in to protect the property of someone
who has died. The PGT can act when there is no
other person who is able or willing to manage the
estate.

The main goal of section 167 is to let the PGT

take quick action to protect estate assets. This
can happen before a court formally appoints an
executor or administrator. The PGT can collect,
secure, and safeguard assets right away instead of
waiting for a court order.

Before using the powers under section 167, the
conditions in section 164 of WESA must be met.
These conditions are that the person:

+ Died while living in British Columbia or owning
property in British Columbia, and

- Died without a will that covers all or part of their
estate, or

« Died with a will but did not name an executor
who is willing and able to apply for probate, or
the executor cannot be located.

As such, the PGT will first look into the estate and
review the available information to confirm that
these conditions are met before taking any actions
under section 167.

The powers under section 167 are temporary. They
are meant to prevent estate property from being
lost, stolen, or wasted while waiting for an executor
or administrator to be formally appointed. This is
especially important when there is no one else able
to manage the estate or when the beneficiaries
include children or adults who cannot manage their
own affairs.

After using the section 167 powers, the PGT

must still apply to the court for a formal grant of
administration to finish managing the estate. In
some cases, the PGT may later transfer control

of the estate to a family member or executor who
proves they have the legal right to manage it. These
individuals may not be easy to find at first, which is
why the PGT’s role is important in these situations.

When needed, or if asked, the PGT will provide

a letter signed by an authorized staff member
confirming that it is acting under section 167. This
letter shows that the PGT has the legal authority to
deal with the estate assets.

So far, the PGT has not needed a court order to
enforce section 167. However, if someone refuses
to cooperate or wrongly holds onto estate property,
the PGT may ask the court to step in. For example,
if a third party does not give estate assets to the
PGT within a reasonable time and the assets lose
value, the PGT may need to consider legal action to
recover the loss.

Looking for the detailed legal version? Read the full technical article.



https://www.trustee.bc.ca/report-or-publication/section-167-wesa-full-technical

Contact the
Public Guardian
and Trustee

Estate and Personal Trust Services

700-808 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3L3

Phone 604-660-4444

Fax 604-660-0964

Email estates@trustee.bc.ca
Website www.trustee.bc.ca

Toll free calling

Toll free calling is available through Service BC.
After dialing the appropriate number for your area
(see below) request to be transferred to the Public
Guardian and Trustee.

Vancouver 604-660-2421
Victoria 250-387-6121
Other areasin B.C. 1-800-663-7867

PGT hours of operation
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm
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